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This year we are on the Road to Success. We are focusing on our new school wide expectations– Always Be 
Proud to LEAD: Lead by example, Earn respect and respect others, Act responsibility, and Do your best! 
Many students are doing an exemplarity job of leading around campus. We could not be more proud of our    

cougar leaders!  

The start of our school year has been fantastic! Our leaders are in a great instructional routine. It is so good 
seeing our students learning, leading and laughing! Students are always arriving with huge smiling faces. We 
are all happy to be back in the building together.  

Students and staff are doing a great job adhering to our new policies and procedures. We are so thankful that 

our students have arrived with appropriate face covering and a positive attitude about social distancing. Our 
students safety if our first priority. We continue to encourage hand washing and sanitizing.  

Parent and guardian communication and collaboration is vital. We want to stay connected with all families. 
We value the partnership you create with your child’s teacher. We appreciate how dedicated and supportive 

you are in your child’s education. Your child has a planner that will go home daily for teacher/parent       
communication. Below you will see a tree map on how we will be communicating this year. We encourage 
everyone to stay connected with us.  

This year our goal is: Kingsway Elementary will utilize data, professional, development, rigorous instruction-

al plans, positive behavior supports, and social emotional character building in order to establish a safe 
learning environment where students excel academically and are prepared for the future. Our staff and stu-

dents are doing a great job working hard to meet this goal.  

We have updated our Family Handbook for the 20-21 school year. There are certain areas that are highlighted 
and noted in yellow that state– until further notice. This is due to the our new policy and procedures. Our 
Family Handbook is located on our KES website.  

As always, thank you for your continued support.  

Proud to Lead,  

Kristina Kelch, Proud Principal 

Melody Hazeltine, Proud Assistance Principal  

#theKEScougarway 

 

 

Kingsway Elementary School 



The CD Team has jumped right back into learning during our first 

month of the school year!  

Ms. Dumont’s and students have been working hard in  

    kindergarten learning rules and routines to keep us safe. We are 

looking forward to learning about our five senses and how to 

be a good citizen. 

Mrs. Graddy's class have been getting to know one another and 

the classroom expectations and have begun working on the 

curriculum.  

Ms. Hohmann's and Mrs. Liszak’s students have been making 

     inferences and learning about number operations. They  

    started Science and Social Studies rotation. They practice 

Google Classroom and earned their Google Driver’s License.  

Mrs. Jurowicz’s class made cards for first responders on Patriot’s day 

to thank them for their service. The students were proud to 

make the cards for their hometown heroes. 

Miss Litman's class are learning how to sound out unfamiliar words. 

We have focused on simple words that contain the short ‘a’ 

and short ‘I’ vowel sounds. We are also working on basic  

        addition.  

Mrs. Mason's friends have been learning what we have in  

        common. This month we continue learning about our senses, 

learning new sight words and learning more about number 

Miss Ulrich’s students have been working on handwriting skills, how 

to read a map, counting on, and learning 

how to read independently. Next month, we 

hope to continue to enhance our reading 

and writing skills, learn more about addition, 

and understand how a community works.  

We thank our parents and guardians for their  

support.  



Meet Mrs. Currier - Your School Social Worker: 
 
 Kingsway families we 
survived our first 
month of school so give 
yourselves a pat on the 
back ! I know that we 
all have a lot of mixed 
emotions regarding the 
startup of school and 
getting back into the 
building!  I want you to 
know that you are not 
alone! I'm here to help 
support you along the 
way! 

One resource for I 
have to share is : “30 
Things You Can Do For 
Your Emotional Health.”  
This calendar has an 
activity a day and can 
be a great tool to help 
you with some of the 
emotions you might be 
feeling during this 
time.  
 
Thank you parents for your support. 
 
Mrs. Currier is at Kingsway on the following days: Wednesday,  
Thursdays and Friday. 
 
Mrs. Currier: sandi.currier@yourcharlotteschools.net 
 

mailto:sandi.currier@yourcharlotteschools.net


 

The special area team was excited to 

welcome back all our Cougars! Each of the 

special area teachers spent time 

familiarizing the students with the rules   

and procedures for each of our specific special classes. 

 

     Additionally, each special area teacher has setup Google 
classrooms. Our hope is our virtual Google classrooms will 
provide our students and their families access to our 
enriching lessons. Each special area teacher would be 
happy to share our Google classroom codes and assist you 
in ensuring your child is rostered in our virtual classes. Our 
emails are listed on the school website and below for your 
reference and convenience. We would like to thank all of 
our families for their support and involvement! 
 

Art        karen.petty@yourcharlotteschools.net 
Media  shauna.Krueger@yourcharlotteschools.net 
Music   john.jordan@yourcharlotteschools.net                               
PE         hunter.mccarthy@yourcharlotteschools.net                  
STEM   nicole.clark@yourcharlotteschools.net 

 

mailto:john.jordan@yourcharlotteschools.net
mailto:hunter.mccarthy@yourcharlotteschools.net


     Welcome October and exciting new FRE opportunities!  
Coming soon to a backpack near you:  FRE flyer  
questionnaire to receive 3 check out books and a FREE 
"KEEPER" book.  Please fill out the form and return to your  
child’s teacher to begin receiving books. Students can 
read the books with families and take an AR test at school 
to build up AR points and reading skills.  
 
    Students enrolled in morning KEEP will be receiving a 
sponsor form for families to fill out allowing them to check 
out FRE books and get a "KEEPER" book once a week 
starting October 6th.   
 
     Friday October 16 will be our first "FRE FREE BOOK  
FRIDAY."  Students dropped off at our Parent Drop off will 
receive a FREE book from FRE.  (While supplies last.) 
 
     Stay tuned to the KES website for the "FRE and  
Family Engagement" channel. You will find read alouds, 
family engagement activities, parent workshops and more. 
 
Thank you parents & guardians for your  
support. If you have any questions, sugges-
tions or concerns please contact Mrs.    
Gartner: 
 
emilee.gartner@yourcharlotteschools.net 
 
 

mailto:emilee.gartner@yourcharlotteschools.net


We are off to a great start in Kindergarten . 

We have been busy learning our rules, routines, and pro-

cedures. We are making new friends and learning about 

our school. In reading’ we have been learning about let-

ters and letter sounds. In math, we have learned about 

numbers 1-10, and even started a Math Journal. In sci-

ence, we have been exploring with science tools and 

learning new science vocabulary, and in Social Studies we 

are learning about the importance of rules. 

 

We are very proud of our students; they have done a 

great job keeping their masks on and learning how to so-

cial distance in the class and in the hall. Please continue to 

encourage hand washing at home. 

 

A special thank you to all parents who have been sending 

in snacks. 



     The first-grade team would ike to say THANK YOU! Thank you for 

your support and enthusiasm as we began this unique school year. 

We are truly so happy to have students back in our classrooms and 

are ensuring the students are learning in a loving and safe environ-

ment! Our first graders came back to school ready to learn and are 

already displaying characteristics of being COUGAR LEADERS! We 

are very proud of our students. 
 

     The first graders have learned many things this month! Students 

have learned school and classroom rules and procedures, includ-

ing how to keep their classmates, KES staff, and themselves safe 

and healthy. They also have learned what it means to be Proud to 

Lead at Kingsway. We also have integrated the use of technology 

now more than ever before. Students have 1-to-1 Chromebooks, 

meaning they have their own computer to use daily to explore an 

array of educational programs. Some programs our first graders 

have explored so far are ReadingEggs, Freckle, TumbleBooks, Stud-

ies Weekly, Starfall, and ABCya.  

 

     We have been recently exploring our Google Classroom, which 

is where our class assignments/activities will be in the case of pro-

longed absences. Even if students are out of school, they will have 

a way to learn from home everything we are learning in class.  
Reading: Reviewing Letter Sounds; Nouns; Characters/Setting. 

Math: Counting on To Add; Adding Doubles and Near Double 

Social Studies: Rules; American Flag; Pledge of Allegiance; Reading 

a Map; Labor Day; Patriot Day. 
Science: Parts of the plant. We are looking forward to an incredible 

year ahead, filled with learning and fun! 

Again, thank you parents and guardians 

for your continuous support. 

Proud to Lead: Miss Mentzer, Mrs. Burton,  

Ms. Parsley, and Ms. Reeves 



     Since school began, second graders have been practicing  
procedures, routines, and habits. We are also learning to be  
responsible for the choices they make, their desk, Chromebook, 
and classroom. In math, students have been learning different 
strategies to add. In Language Arts, students have been focusing 
on characters and setting, main idea and details, short and long 
vowels, and writing complete sentences with neat handwriting. 
Students have learned about rocks and soil in science. In social 
studies, students have learned about being a good citizen. 
      
     Coming up in the next month, students will learn 
strategies to subtract within and word problems using addition 
and subtraction.  For Language Arts skills, we will tackle blends, 
inflected endings, digraphs, complete sentences, types of          
sentences.  We will continue with main idea and details. Weather 
lessons will be coming up in science.  In social studies, students 
will be practicing map skills and will be able to locate our State 
of Florida on the map.  
      

     Please continue to practice basic math facts with your child 
each night. By the end of second grade, students should be fluent 
in facts up to the number twenty (20). Students should be reading 
for 20 minutes each night. Please check and sign planners each 
night and remove papers from take 
home folder/binder pocket.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Ms. Giglio, Ms. Mut,                         
Ms. Killian & Ms. Garn 



 
Our third grade Cougar Leaders have had a won-

derful start to the new school year.  It has been fan-

tastic getting to know each and every student.  In 

math, we have been working on addition, subtrac-

tion, and place value.  Very soon, we will start work-

ing with multiplication, WOOHOO!  In ELA, we have 

been working on asking and answering questions in 

a text and analyzing narratives in fiction text.  In class, 

we use Freckle, this is a program that provides lessons 

for students that are adapted to meet their 

needs.  As a grade level, we use this for both math 

and reading lessons.  We are also using this program 

for science and social studies videos and activi-

ties.  We have also started the Moment of Science 

on CPN with Ms. Clark.  This is a great way to start our 

day!   

 

We have started earning LiveSchool points for our 

positive behavior both in the classroom and school 

wide by following our CHAMPS procedures.  As a 

grade level, we have earned a total of over 14,400 

points!  We are so proud of our third graders!  We 

hope they keep up the great work and continue to 

be proud to L.E.A.D.   



    Grade 4 cougars are off to an awesome start for the 2020-2021 
school year. One  difference this year is students and staff  
wearing masks. However, grade 4 students are doing an  
excellent job with this change. Our students adapted  easily with this 
new mandate.  A big shout out to our parents and guardians who sup-
port KES in this regard. 
 

     Teachers spent time sharing and developing rules and  
procedures for their individual classroom. Meanwhile in math we are 
covering a multitude of topics such as; place value, whole number  
addition and subtraction, and comparing numbers. Science finds us 
learning about Florida plants and animals, and in social studies we are 
learning about our state’s flag, bird, and nicknames. In ELA we are busy 
reading, writing and learning and doing our best to earn AR and LIVE 
School points.  We are having fun working on our Thinking Maps. 
 
     It is so exciting for us to watch our students arrive at school laughing, 
speaking with each other and looking forward to seeing their 
teachers, administrators and other school personnel.    
 
     Our students grow up so fast, and we feel fortunate to have this time 
with them to help them grow socially, emotionally and intellectually.  
We would like to thank all of our families for their support and  
involvement!  Please continue to reach out to us should you have any 
questions. A big thank you to all parents and guardians!  
 
Proud to Lead:  Mrs. Spelman, Ms. Umbras,  
                             Ms. Byrd,  & Dr. Cavucci 
 



Our most experienced Cougar Leaders have gotten their 5th grade year off 
to a great start! We have an incredible group of students this year, and we are 
fortunate to also have parents and guardians who are involved and supportive. 
Collectively, everyone was nervous to start the school year, however it has been 
an amazing experience for us and our students! We could not have asked for a 
better group of students to usher in this unconventional year with. Thank you to 
all families for your continued support. 

 
Students  are learning lots of new technology and utilizing it to enhance 

their learning. We spent the first week with students really getting to know each 
other, practicing routines and procedures, and learning what it means to be a 
Cougar Leader. Students are doing a great job persevering through all of the 
new and difficult tasks of their 5th grade year.  

 
In ELA, we are working on understanding grammar conventions, revising 

and editing, main ideas and details, and summarizing. Students are also working 
hard to increase their reading stamina. For math, we are focusing on               
understanding volume using unit cubes and standard algorithms and breaking 
apart rectangular prisms to find composite volume. Science has been a source of 
great excitement for our students as they work collaboratively to solve problems 
using the scientific method. In Social Studies, geography has been the focus of 
the first few weeks. Students are practicing map skills to learn about continents, 
oceans, longitude and latitude, political and physical maps, and how cartography 
has changed over time.  

 
Every day our 5th grade students come to school with smiles under their 

masks, ready to learn and grow their synapses in new and exciting ways. The 
5th grade team would like to thank parents and guardians for giving us the     
opportunity to teach your children and for putting your trust in us. We would 
like to offer socially distant hugs and air fives to our students for their resilience 
and vest for learning. We know that this year is not a typical year by any means, 
but we are all getting through it the best way we know how. Together. Thank 
you to our parents and guardians.  

 

                      Mrs. Grossano, Mrs. Socci,  

            Tom Desjardins & Jasmine Lorissaint 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year.  Listed below please find a few tips to 
guide you throughout the school year: 

 
Reading Strategy: 
A book, story, or article should always make sense and the words you 
read should sound like a book would. So when a child misreads a word 
when reading, they have to ask themselves if what they are reading 
sounds right. As an adult, you can periodically ask them if their book 
sounds right. Or you can encourage them to figure out what sounds right 
when they ask you for help. 
 

Child “When George’s mother or father were home, Grandma ever or-
dered George about like this.” 

Adult “Did ‘Grandma ever ordered George about like this’ sound right to 
you? Which word sounds wrong?” 
 
Counting and Skip Counting? 

 

Counting and skip counting are a component of number sense or early 
numeracy competencies. Lucky for us, it’s also a very easy skill to teach 
our students and doesn’t require supplies. Practice this:  
1. Counting, starting at 0. 
2. Counting backwards from 20.  Or count backwards any number 

(depending on your child’s age of course.  Pick any number to begin.) 

 
Practice with your child often to help your child be comfortable with 
numbers.  Thank you parents and guardians for your support. 
Mrs. March, Mrs. Koss, Mrs. Masterjohn,  
Mrs. Meyers, Ms. Reid, & Mrs. Tollison 



Be on the look out for future spirit nights! 
Meetings will be held virtually until further notice.  

 



  

Last week, we invited all dads, grandpas, uncles, and  
other super cool dudes to “Dads Take Your Child to School 
Day.”  This year Kingsway held a “drive-through day.” On 
Wednesday, September 30th, dad’s and others, dropped 
their children  off at school during regular drop off times 
and received a treat bag with some gifts of appreciation to 
celebrate this special day. Thank you for your flexibility 
with this year’s event. Thank you for the great turnout.  We 
enjoyed seeing all dads, grandpas, uncles, and other super 
cool dudes.  And more importantly, your children so en-
joyed seeing you there! You are awesome! 



Kingsway Elementary is a Thinking Maps 
school. Students use these maps in every 
subject and in every grade. You will see some 
thinking maps (bridge maps) that show our 
school’s attendance and behavior in this 
newsletter. Thinking Maps are visual tools for 
learning, and include eight visual patterns 
each linked to a specific cognitive process.  
 
Please continue the use of  all Thinking Maps.  



Anti– Bullying Policy:  

Charlotte County Public Schools does not tolerate bullying, which includes cyberbul-

lying. Throughout the school year, our schools do a variety of classroom, large group, 

and small group lessons on bullying and bully prevention. Though we teach all of our 

students that bullying is wrong, it still occasionally occurs. And, while we would like 

cases of bullying to be reported to the administration, they are not always reported.  

Parents - if you have a bully (or cyberbullying) concern please let us know. If your 

child is a target and is being bullied or if you believe your child bullies others, please 

let us know. Open and consistent communications with the school will not only help 

your child but will help many others and the school. Unfortunately, some bully situa-

tions take a number of interventions before it subsides. Please continue to communi-

cate with the school and provide any additional information that will help the school 

put an end to the situation.  

It is important to note that investigation of cyberbullying can occur regardless of 

whether the bullying was conducted using public or private property (cell phone, 

computers, etc). Please reference Florida Statute 1006.47   

 

What is Bullying?  

Bullying, which includes cyberbullying, occurs when a person or group of people re-

peatedly hurt, embarrass, or frighten another person. Cyberbullying means bullying 

through the use of technology or any electronic communication regardless of 

whether the bullying occurs on or off school grounds. Examples of cyberbullying in-

clude but are not limited to: text/instant messaging, e-mails, creation of a webpage 

imperson-ating another person and/or other electronic means through the internet.  
 

Report bullying by filling out the Bully Report Form found by clicking on the 

icon like the one to the left on our Myakka River  Elementary school 

homepage.   

 

 

Reporting  Suspicious  Activities or Threats  

Students, parents, CCPS em-ployees, and mem-

bers of the community have a responsi-bility to re-

port suspicious ac- vi es and poten al threats to 

schools.  Any suspicious ac vity or threat shall be 

promptly reported to one of the following individu-

als, agencies or repor ng tools:  

The For fyFL Repor ng APP  

 

 





School Webpage 
http://www.yourcharlotteschools.net 
Kingway Elementary School 

KINGSWAY ELEMENTARY  
23300 Quasar Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL   

Phone: (941) 255-7590 
Fax:      (941) 255-7591 

               Proud to Lead 

 The mission of Kingsway Elementary School is to provide a safe,  
student-centered learning environment that empowers students to  

become responsible, lifelong learners.  

Kristina Kelch 
 Principal 
 
Melody Hazeltine 
 Assistant Principal 

Facebook page (PLEASE VERIFY) 
https://www.facebook.com/
KingswayElementarySchool         

 

 

 


